NINDSA  Education
eports protest

Parliament Buildings
December 2025 Stormont

UNIONS BLAST SCHOOL MEALS PRICE RISE PROPOSALS

Trades unions representing education support
staff took part in a lunchtime protest in front of
Parliament Buildings in Stormont on 3rd
December.

NIPSA members joined colleagues from UNISON, Unite
and GMB to voice their opposition to Education
Authority proposals to cut services and increase
the price of school meals and music lessons.

Assistant Secretary Natalie Shiel
(right) blamed the £300m deficit on
years of chronic underfunding in
education and insisted the EA was
passing the shortfall on to already
hard-pressed parents.
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EDUCATION PROTEST, STORMONT

EA s passing budget shortfall on to

hard-pressed parents and children

From page one

She told NIPSA Reports: “This is
passing the budget problem on to the
public, to pupils and to families rather
than looking at the core issue which is
that we need more funding in the
sector. We're asking the Education
Committee to reject the proposals and
secure more money in the budget for
education.”

Natalie added: “[Education
Minister] Paul Givan has the ability to
source more money from the
Executive and to furnish the
appropriate funds that education
needs. Cutting services and passing
the shortfall on to parents only makes
the problem worse.”

NIPSA activist Helena McSherry, of
Branch 521 which covers the EA’s
southern region, said: “The EA is
putting forward proposals to cut
services to our children and our staff
- costing families more money in the
current climate.They’re looking at
increasing school dinners by 50p as
well as increasing the cost of music
services. Our children cannot pay for
education cuts - they are our future
and they must be protected. We need
a fully-funded budget.”

Chantelle, a student at Lagan Valley
Education Project, spoke at the

Lagan Valley Education Project student Chantelle told protestors the proposals
were an ‘attack’ on ‘the future of my school for vulnerable young people’

www.nipsa.org.uk

protest. She said: “These cuts are
going to attack my school and the
future of my school for vulnerable
young people. I couldn’t cope in a
mainstream school. Lagan Valley has
helped me in so many different ways.”

UNITE Regional Officer Kieran
Ellison warned the cuts were “only
the first wave” but insisted there was
“nothing more to give”.

He said: “They’re trying to find
£280m of cuts in a service that has
been cut that far into the bone
marrow.

“Unless something fundamentally
changes, it will be cuts this year
followed by cuts next year and cuts
the year after. We're going to have to
stand and resist what’s coming in our
direction. It begins with this
demonstration today and it needs to
escalate.”

GMB Senior Organiser Jim Donley
told the protest that 70% of schools
were projected to be in deficit and
warned the EA cuts would
disproportionately impact the most
vulnerable children.

Pointing out that over 60% of
families that pay for school meals
were just above the threshold, Joe
McCusker, a regional organiser at
UNISON, warned that those who did
use the free school meals service
would be hit hardest by the price
increase.

He said: “It’s not about cuts, it's
about revenue raising on the backs of
the poorest people - and that is
unacceptable. Stop these price
increases and properly fund
education services”  Pictures: Page 3

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the views contained in NIPSA NEWS or NIPSA REPORTS do not necessarily reflect the policy of the trade union NIPSA
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Our children cannot
pay for education
cuts - they are our

future and they
must be protected.

We need a fully-
funded budget

— NIPSA Branch 521 activist ’ ’
Helen McSherry (below)

Nothing more to give: UNITE Regional Officer Kieran Ellison warned current services ‘have been cut far into the bone marrow’
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