
Event Guide



LGBT Awareness Week is a joint effort by several 
community organisations, to bring visibility and awareness 

to LGBT people and their families in Northern Ireland.

Due to social distancing measures, all events will be 
accessible remotely.

Queerspace talks with Mike 
Jackson
Queerspace Belfast
Noon

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Gareth at 
info@queerspace.org.uk to participate

Queerspace talks with LGBT+ Activist & 
Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners Co 
Founder Mike Jackson.

SATURDAY 15TH MAY

Launch of LGBT Awareness 
Week 2021
LGBTAW, Cara-Friend, TRP, HERe NI, 
Transgender NI
Noon

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Adam Murray at 
adam@cara-friend.org.uk

Please join us for a short launch event to 
mark LGBT Awareness Week and 
International Day Against Homophobia 
Biphobia and Transphobia .

Childrens Mindful Mondays
HERe NI
6.30pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Gráinne Gibson at 
grainne.gibson@hereni.org

Learn Mindfulness techniques in this 
session, which is suitable for children aged 
8-12.

Overcoming Trauma
The Rainbow Project
7pm

@ Pre-recorded event
www.facebook.com/TheRainbowProjectNI

This pre-recorded event will explore 
overcoming trauma.

Aisling Twomey - aisling@rainbow-project.org

MONDAY 17TH MAY



Wellbeing Walk
The Rainbow Project
9am

@ St Columbs Park 
Numbers are limited - registration 
essential. RSVP with Eimear Willis at 
eimear@rainbow-project.org

Join us for a mindful walk through the paths 
in St Columbs Park, taking some time for 
forest bathing and mindfulness, connecting 
with our senses and allowing ourselves to 
unwind. We'll finish off with a brunch picnic.

TUESDAY 18TH MAY

Here Together Project 
Information Session
HERe NI
10am

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Gráinne Gibson at 
grainne.gibson@hereni.org

Do you work with children and young people 
aged 8-25? Join this information session to 
find out how we support children and young 
poeple who have LGBTQ+ parents or carers.

Trans Rights 101
TransgenderNI
6pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact info@transgenderni.org.uk to 
participate

In this session, hosted by TransgenderNI, 
we'll explore the current state of trans rights 
in Northern Ireland, focusing on legal rights, 
access to statutory services including 
healthcare & education, and community 
response to state neglect. There will be 
space for questions and discussion, 
including exploring next steps for action. 

Stride With Pride
The Rainbow Project
6pm

@ NW Greenway - Derry
Numbers are limited - registration 
essential. RSVP with Eimear Willis at 
eimear@rainbow-project.org

Join the Rainbow Project for a very special 
Stride for Pride along the Greenway. 
 
During LGBT Awareness Week, this is a 
chance to meet fellow queers and allies, 
enjoy our beautiful natural environment and 
connect with community.

Advocacy Drop in - Hate Crime
The Rainbow Project 
10am

@ Facebook Live
www.facebook.com/TheRainbowProjectNI

Join our Advocacy officer Joe Walsh live on 
Facebook for information on reporting hate 
crime and incidents, ask your questions and 
find out how we can help

Coffee Hour
HERe NI
1pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

Join us online for a cuppa, a chat, and to find 
out more about Here NI.
Please note this is a women only event.



Educating the Educators
Cara-Friend
10am

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Joanne McParland at 
joanne.mcparland@cara-friend.org.uk 
for a free spot on the training

As part of LGBT Awareness Week 
Cara-Friend will be hosting our Educating 
the Educators, LGBTQI+ Awareness Training 
via Zoom, email for more info or to book a 
free place on this training.

Lunchtime Short Film
Here NI & Portrush Memorial for Mark 
Ashton
1pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

Join Here NI and the Portrush Memorial for 
Mark Ashton campaign to find out a bit more 
about the campaign, and to watch the short 
film ‘Framed Youth, Revenge of the Teenage 
Perverts’ to hear from Mark and some of his 
peers about their lives in 1982. 

WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY

Workplace Webinar: Meaningful 
and effective community 
engagement
Stonewall
3pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Fergal McFerran at 
Northern.Ireland@stonewall.org.uk to 
participate. Places are limited - 
preference will be given to 
organisations that are members of the 
Stonewall Diversity Champions 
Programme in Northern Ireland, 
delivered in partnership with The 
Rainbow Project.

This webinar is open to employers across the 
public, private and third sectors in Northern 
Ireland and will provide attendees with the 
opportunity to; understand the importance 
of meaningful LGBTQ+ community 
engagement; reflect on examples of good 
practice from other organisations; and hear 
directly from a number of local LGBTQ+ 
organisations about the work they do to 
support LGBTQ+ people.

Places at this event are limited and 
registration is required.

Sex Worker Rights Are Human 
Rights
The Rainbow Project
1.30pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Aisling Twomey at 
aisling@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

Learn about the issues experienced by sex 
workers in NI and how to be an ally in this 
workshop by The Rainbow Project.



Be a Climate Changemaker
HERe NI & WEN
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate - 
places are limited.

Join this participatory online workshop to 
ensure women, people of colour and 
marginalised voices are included in UK 
climate policy and Covid-19 green recovery 
plan. 

Part of the Feminist Green New Deal Project.  
Please note that this is a women-only event

THURSDAY 20TH MAY

Drop In Night for Belfast LGBTQ+ 
Youth
Cara-Friend 
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Jennifer McAlpin at 
Jennifer.mcalpin@cara-friend.org.uk to 
participate

We are excited to be hosting a youth drop-in 
for LGBTQ+ folks aged 12- 25 in Belfast, we 
hope to bring folks together and tackle social 
isolation through giving everyone the space 
to interact with each other in a safe space. 
See you there!

Trans Healthcare: Where are we 
& What next?
TransgenderNI
3.30pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact info@transgenderni.org.uk to 
participate

This event, hosted by TransgenderNI, will 
explore the current state of gender affirming 
healthcare provision in Northern Ireland, 
assess what we need to do to improve this 
care, and provide healthcare professionals 
and community workers with the tools to 
improve cultural competence and ensure the 
accessibility of your services to trans 
communities. Attendees will be provided 
with the opportunity to ask questions 
specific to their area of work.

Remembering Mark Ashton
Portrush Memorial for Mark Ashton - 
Campaign for a blue plaque
8pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Cara McCann at 
Cara.mccann@hereni.org to participate

Friends of Mark Ashton recollect Portrush 
native and discuss his life and legacy. 
Speakers include Mike Jackson (Lesbians & 
Gays Support the Miners), Sian James 
(activist and former MP), Rev. Richard Coles 
(Broadcaster and former Communard), 
Hillary McCollum (Writer) and Jude Copeland 
(loca amateur LGBTQ+ historian).

WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY

LGBT Awareness Week Quiz
HERe NI & Reclaim the Agenda
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

Whole lot of fun, prizes to be won! Log in for 
a quiz on LGBTQ+ history, trivia, pop culture 
and more. No team needed. 



Domestic Violence Awareness 
Workshop
Cara-Friend and HERe NI
11am

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Amanda McGurk at 
amanda.mcgurk@cara-friend.org.uk to 
participate

This event is aimed at professionals working 
with LGBTQI+ women and girls who may be 
experiencing or at risk of domestic abuse. 
The workshop discusses barriers for LGBQI+ 
people accessing and reporting domestic 
abuse, appropriate language and where to 
access help. 

FRIDAY 21TH MAYChildren's Bedtime Stories
HERe NI
6.30pm

@ Zoom Meeting
Contact Gráinne Gibson at 
grainne.gibson@hereni.org to 
participate

Join us for pre bedtime story time, where we 
will read some lovely stories which celebrate 
diversity. 

THURSDAY 20TH MAY

Ban Conversion Therapy 
Campaign - NATIONAL UPDATE
Ban Conversion TherapyNI 
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Aisling Twomey at 
aisling@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

Join us for an update from the Ban 
Converstion Therapy Campaigns across the 
UK and Ireland

Drop In Night for Bangor LGBTQ+ 
Youth
Cara-Friend
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Jennifer McAlpin at 
Jennifer.mcalpin@cara-friend.org.uk to 
participate

We are delighted to be hosting our first youth 
drop-in Bangor for LGBTQ+ folks aged 12 - 25, 
aimed at bringing LGBTQ+ young people 
together, increasing peer support networks 
and tackling social isolation. Hope to see you 
there!

Equal Marriage...But what now? 
LGBTQ Sectoral Patners
11am

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Aisling Twomey  at 
aisling@rainbow-project.org to 
participate

Despite LGBTQIA+ advances with the 
introduction of equal marriage. We know 
that LGBT people continue to face 
significant barriers to accessing support, 
representation, and being able to participate 
in public life. 
This discussion will pose the question of 
equal marriage… but what now?



A Spectrum of Stories
HERe NI & Prime Cut Productions
7pm

@ Zoom meeting
Contact Danielle Roberts at 
policy@hereni.org to participate

Find out more about the inspiration and 
creative process being the collection of 
Spoken Word pieces made by Here NI for 
Prime Cut Ensemble Colours event. After 
hearing from the facilitators and participants 
we will watch the short videos on the themes 
of identity, difference and colour.

SUNDAY 23TH MAY This calendar of 
events was made 

possible by:


