
youth centres

f ighting to survive

The Priorities for Youth policy - Improving Young People’s Lives through Youth 
Work, clearly recognises the positive contribution youth work makes to the lives 
of young people through non-formal education; 

“…life skills for young people and how it helps them to positively 
engage as active members of their own and wider communities.” 

 “contributes to the vision of every young person achieving to his or her 
full potential at each stage of his or her development” 

Youth Centres and the youth workers delivering services within local  
communities and on a cross community basis, play a vital role in providing 
opportunities through which young people develop, play and socialise in an 
accessible, safe environment. The activities provided through the voluntary youth 
sector, contribute to the educational, physical and mental well-being of young 
people, particularly those from areas of social deprivation and disadvantage.



Now more than ever youth workers in your local area need 
your support in their fight to keep Youth Centres open. 
At present only limited funding has been released by the Education Authority 
to the Youth Service Voluntary Sector – this threatens the jobs of many youth 
workers and the future of a Youth Centre in your local area. Youth workers are 
under notice of redundancy and many Youth Centres are in grave danger of 
closing if urgently required funds are not released immediately. 

Youth workers are doing all they can to maintain services but they need your 
help. The Education Authority has to date ignored representations made by 
those working in the voluntary youth sector. A joint approach involving youth 
workers, parents, guardians, young people, community leaders and political 
representatives is required if we stand any prospect of securing the funds 
necessary to protect the future of your local Youth Centre and the jobs of the 
dedicated youth workers who strive to develop our young people’s life skills and 
protect their physical and mental well-being - the very objectives of Ministerial 
policies such as Priorities for Youth.

What can you do? 
 ● Write to the Director of Children and Young People’s Services, Education 

Authority, 40 Academy Street, Belfast, highlighting the contribution your 
local Youth Centre and the youth workers make in the development of young 
people in your community.

 ● Demand that your interests (as a parent or guardian) and those of your children 
and young people are fully realised by funding being released to ensure your 
local Youth Centre remains operational now and into the future.

 ● Write to and lobby your MLAs calling on them to make urgent representations 
to the Education Authority to have funding made available to voluntary youth 
organisations in their constituencies.

 ● Collaborate with other interested parties in your local community and on a 
cross-community basis to campaign to save Youth Centres and youth workers 
jobs.

 ● Actively participate in any protests and demonstrations organised by youth 
workers, young people and trade unions in their fight to save Youth Centres, 
jobs and services.

play your part in 
delivering for children 
and young people

Austerity measures and budget cuts do not deliver for the 
people of Northern Ireland, The above actions will!


