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On Saturday 9 February 2013, more than 100,000 people took part in
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demonstrations across the country in protest against the €64 billion
of private bank debt that has been transferred
to the public sector balance sheet.

NIPSA Youth members were once again proud to join in solidarity
with the hard-pressed workers and their families marching in
Dublin to show their outrage at this scandal.

'
chairperson’s

welcome
In this edition of Full Blast,
we look back over what has
been a busy and challenging
year for NIPSA Youth and
celebrate everything that
our members have achieved
in 2013.
This year saw NIPSA Youth
travel to Fermanagh, Dublin,
Scotland and Manchester to
take part in protests, rallies,
flashmobs, seminars and
more. We marched in Belfast
to demand that the G8 listen
to the 7 billion; we travelled
to Lusty Beg to learn from and
analyse the successes and
struggles of our comrades
from across the globe; we
addressed
conferences
across the UK and Ireland
on viable solutions to tackle
youth unemployment; we
reached a wider audience
through social media and
our online publications.
NIPSA Youth looks forward
to continuing its hard work
in 2014 and forging new
links with more and more
branches across Northern
Ireland.

Gráinne McGinley

The protests were organised by the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions (ICTU). The Dublin march was led from the front by the
ICTU Youth Committee, along with young people from schools,
colleges and youth groups from across the city. These young
people, like most workers, are disproportionally affected by the
severe economic austerity measures imposed upon them by
the disastrous neo-liberal policies of the ruling elite.
The situation in the UK is similar. Our elected political masters
slavishly bow to every whim of the European Union, the
International Monetary Fund and the all-powerful invisible
hand of the market, while ordinary people are once again
left to pick up the bill for the well-heeled market speculators,
casino bankers and unscrupulous ‘vulture’ capitalists. The failed
economic and social policies of austerity are robbing a whole
generation of any future other than the dole queue or zerohour, minimum-wage employment. Of course, that clearly suits
our political representatives, who see high unemployment rates
as an opportunity for their corporate friends to swoop in and
take advantage by forcing out-of-work people into modernday slavery under the guise of work experience. Obviously
exploitation needed a rebrand.
This year saw continued efforts by the right-wing media to
undermine the masses by turning us against each other:
private good, public bad; worker v shirker; deserving poor v
undeserving poor. NIPSA Youth members took to the streets
in Dublin to advocate the sentiment that the people united will
never be defeated. We know that people power is extremely
effective. The plutocratic elite, who own everything and run
everything for their own selfish benefit to the detriment of
everyone else, knows this too. Often, however, we don’t realize
exactly how much power we have, or could potentially have,
in our hands. NIPSA Youth calls on every man and woman to
unite behind the trade union banner and play their full part
in the movement. This is the only defence against the worst
aspects of anti-democratic, unbridled capitalism. No one is left
unaffected by austerity, so everyone must get involved. NIPSA
Youth believes that a better world is
possible.
Come join
us in that
struggle.
There is
strength in
numbers.
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diary of a delegate
Dáire Toner

It was with great pleasure that I was chosen
by my branch to represent them at this year’s
NIPSA Conference in Enniskillen. This was
my first time at conference and, as a young
activist, I looked forward to seeing firsthand trade union democracy at work. It
was also my first time submitting motions to
conference, and I was conscious that, given
their subject matter, mine were potentially
controversial. With this in mind, I packed my
bag and my courage and headed west.
At last year’s conference, delegates
unanimously endorsed the establishment of
a NIPSA LGB&T group. Having been elected
Chairperson of the group at its inaugural
meeting, I knew that the time was right to
cement its status and bring to the fore a
number of issues that affect our NIPSA LGB&T
members and their family and friends. What
better place to announce our arrival than at
conference, the supreme policymaking body
of the union.
I knew that it was necessary to highlight
the injustices suffered by our NIPSA
LGB&T members in society. From
the conception of my motions to
the conference floor, I had a number
of stages to complete to ensure that
they would be included in the agenda
and given a hearing by delegates.
I conducted detailed research on
the subject matter to ensure that
my motions were factually correct
and that there would be a tangible
NIPSA policy outcome if passed by
conference. Both my motions made
it onto the conference agenda.
Now, I was required to write a
speech in support of my conference
motions. I was undeniably nervous
about speaking on equal marriage.
NIPSA LGB&T members face many
challenges at home and in the
workplace, including homophobic

bullying, prejudice and bigotry, hate crime,
mental health issues, suicide and domestic
violence. I wanted to lend my voice to the
fight for equal marriage and stimulate
positive and informed debate among
delegates. When making my speech, I felt
like I was coming out to the entire conference
hall, but it was worth it: I was successful in
gaining support from conference for my
motion on equal marriage. Unfortunately,
due to time constraints, my second motion
was guillotined, but the whole process of
preparing and submitting motions was
invaluable.
My experience as a first-time delegate was
extremely insightful and a great opportunity
to meet other young activists and the more
experienced among our ranks. I encourage
all young NIPSA members to become active
in the union and engage with its structures.
You too can play your part in trade union
democracy. I look forward to seeing you all
at conference next year.

review
spring
Members of NIPSA Youth took part
in an anti-cuts protest at Linenhall
Street in Belfast.
Lisa Hoy attended a presentation by
Friends of Columbia.
Kris Bailie, Gráinne McGinley and
Mairead Rooney heard about the
importance of tax justice at the
Global Solidarity training event.
Members of NIPSA Youth, including
Alex Parke and Tiarnán Millar,
successfully completed their NIPSA
Reps training.
Mike Hamilton participated in ICTU’s
Drop the Debt march and rally in
Dublin.
NIPSA Youth published an edition of
E-Blast focusing on pay day loans.
Mike Hamilton and Ryan Wilson
founded the Red Star Samba
Collective.
Ryan Wilson served as Chairperson of
NIPSA Youth.
Tiarnán Millar served as ViceChairperson of NIPSA Youth.
Sharon Hughes, Mairead Rooney
and Ryan Wilson sat on the outgoing
General Council (2012/13).
Danny Lowry, Mairead Rooney and
Ryan Wilson sat on the Civil Service
Group Executive (2012/13).
Eóin Dawson sat on the Public Officers
Group (2012/13).
Lisa Hoy continued her secondment
as DOJ Assistant Secretary.
Sharon Hughes and Tiarnán Millar
were elected to the 2013/14 General
Council.
Ryan Wilson was successful in his
application for a post as DSD Deputy
Secretary.

Above. Pictured at the Belfast
Pride 2013. Kris Bailie, Danny
Lowry, Gráinne McGinley,
Ryan Wilson, Jenna Forsythe
and Steven Harvey.

Below. Setting out the stall
at the 2013 Conference. Ryan
Wilson, Danny Lowry and
Jenna Forsythe.

Above. Pictured at the May Day March and Rally 2013. Kris Bailie
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e, Jenna Forsythe, Dáire Toner, Gráinne McGinley, and Ryan Wilson.

summer
Members of NIPSA Youth attended
the annual May Day event in Belfast.
Lisa Hoy and Sharon Hughes attended
NIPSA’s Dignity at Work event.
In an edition of E-Blast, Tiarnán Millar
penned an open letter to Nelson
McCausland in defence of the NIHE.
Kris Bailie and Gráinne McGinley took
part in a training event run by NIPSA’s
Organising Unit.
NIPSA Youth had a record attendance
at this year’s Conference in
Enniskillen.
Above. NIPSA Youth took to the
streets of Belfast to take part in
the mass demonstration against
the G8, from left to right Alex
Parke, Cara Murchan Branch 733
and Tiarnán Millar.
Below. NIPSA Youth leading
the way on the G8 protest
rally. Gráinne McGinley,
Johnny Kerr and Karen Burch

Jenna Forsythe, Danny Lowry and
Mark Scott staffed the NIPSA Youth
stall at conference, which included a
live Twitter feed, a first for NIPSA.
Lisa Hoy, Sharon Hughes, Danny
Lowry and Ryan Wilson were elected
to the 2013/14 Civil Service Group
Executive.
Eóin Dawson was elected to the
2013/14 Public Officers Group.
Sharon Hughes was elected to
the 2013/14 Equal Opportunities
Committee.
Eamon Farrell, Mike Hamilton and
Ryan Wilson were heavily involved in
the organisation and promotion of
the Fairer World Festival to challenge
the agenda of the G8 leaders.
Dáire Toner chaired “Inconvenient
Truths”, a public meeting that took
place under the Fairer World Festival
banner.
NIPSA Youth members enjoyed a wide
range of events as part of the Fairer
World Festival, including lectures,
film, comedy, live music, feminist
fairy tales, debates and much more.

review of 2013
summer

autumn

NIPSA Youth took to the
streets of Belfast to take part
in the mass demonstration
against the G8 and declare
that another world is
possible. Many members,
including Steven Harvey,
Lisa Hoy and Danny Lowry,
volunteered as stewards at
the event.

Sharon Hughes, Gráinne McGinley
and Ryan Wilson attended the
Save Our NHS march and rally at
the Conservative Party Conference
in Manchester.

Members of NIPSA Youth,
including William Brooks,
travelled to Enniskillen to join the
anti-G8 protest.

Kris Bailie and Sharon Hughes
took part in the Save Exploris
protest in Newtownards.

Above. NIPSA Youth members at the G8 protest
rally, Karen Burch and Lisa Hoy who was a steward
at the event.

Karen Burch, Steven Harvey,
Sharon Hughes, Danny
Lowry, Alex Parke and Ryan
Wilson were delegates at
the ICTU Biennial Conference
in Belfast. Mike Hamilton
and Gráinne McGinley
attended the event in an
observer capacity. Steven
Harvey spoke on the youth
unemployment motion.
NIPSA Youth members
took part in Belfast Pride,
alongside the NIPSA LGB&T
Group and other members of
NIPSA. Mike Hamilton and Dáire
Toner attended Pride celebrations in
Dublin, Foyle and Newry.

Alex Parke was elected to the Health
and Safety Committee.
Sharon Hughes attended
the NIPSA Health and Safety
Conference.

winter
Mike Hamilton, Steven Harvey
and Dáire Toner travelled to
Dublin for the ICTU Youth
Conference.

Above. Pictured at this year’s Conference. Tiarnán
Millar, Danny Lowry, Gráinne McGinley and Ryan
Wilson.

Members of NIPSA Youth took
part in the DEL protest outside
the jobs fair in the Europa Hotel.
Lisa Hoy and Gráinne McGinley met
the Retired Members Group on behalf
of NIPSA Youth.
NIPSA Youth members were at the
launch of “Their System’s Crisis:
Our Fightback”.

Jenna Forsythe and Steven
Harvey were delegates at the
Scottish Trade Union Youth
Conference.

Kris Bailie, Mike Hamilton, Steven
Harvey, Lisa Hoy, Sharon Hughes,
Gráinne McGinley, Dáire Toner
and Ryan Wilson attended the
Betty Sinclair Winter School in
Lusty Beg. This year’s theme was
Labour After Conflict.

NIPSA Youth members stood
in protest on the steps of
Stormont as part of the Equal
Pay Protest.
Gráinne McGinley and Lisa
Hoy were elected Chairperson
and Vice-Chairperson of
NIPSA Youth.

Members of NIPSA Youth joined
the protest at the Lighthouse
Building to stop the privatisation
of the SGB grades in DSD.

Above. Out in front at the G8 rally outside the City
Hall in June this year. Gráinne McGinley and Karen
Burch holding the NIPSA Youth banner.

William Brooks, Michael Dobbin
and Gráinne McGinley completed
the Certificate in Employment Law.
An E-Blast looking into the impact of
zero-hours contracts was published.
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On Sunday 29 September, NIPSA Youth’s
Sharon Hughes, Gráinne McGinley and
Ryan Wilson took part in the TUC-organised
national demonstration in defence of the
National Health Service. Over 50,000 people
marched through the city of Manchester to
send a message to the Tory Party Conference:
“Save our NHS”.

Northern Ireland has already suffered the
consequences of swingeing cuts to the health
service. We have witnessed A&E closures,
increased waiting times, extended lists for
procedures, the closure of residential homes
and the increased use of private facilities
to cut waiting lists at an inflated cost. Our
members in the health service are under
ever-increasing pressure in the face of staff
cuts and increased workloads. TUC general
secretary Frances O’Grady said that: “The
NHS is one of Britain’s finest
achievements
and we will not
allow ministers
to destroy,
through cuts
and privatisation,
what has taken
generations to build.”
The atmosphere
in Manchester
was jubilant and
defiant. Trade unions,
community groups,
pensioners, students,
families, trades councils,
church groups and many
more joined together to
tell the Tories in one voice
that enough is enough.

NIPSA Youth was proud to represent NIPSA at
the rally. As the largest public sector union
in Northern Ireland, it was vital that NIPSA
had a presence that day. For the members of
NIPSA Youth, an event of this magnitude was
a timely reminder that, even in the face of a
sustained attack from the Government, young
workers have a powerful voice that demands
to be heard. To march with like-minded
people against the scourge of austerity
was to witness first-hand the strength and
power of the mounting opposition to the
current regime. There is an alternative. NIPSA
Youth is prepared to be part of the ongoing
campaign against austerity and aims to
participate in many future events of this scale.
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nipsa
youth to
launch
youth
charter
One of the fundamental principles underpinning
the establishment of a youth committee within
NIPSA was the goal of removing the perceived
barriers preventing young people from engaging
in trade union activities and structures. At a time
of sustained attacks in the name of the relentless
neo-liberal agenda, our society needs a strong and
creative trade union movement to demonstrate
that there is a viable alternative. The future of that
movement unquestionably rests with our young
people.
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Congratulations

In its formative years, NIPSA Youth has grown
from an idea mooted at conference to an everexpanding innovative and dynamic force in
NIPSA. Unafraid to adopt new ideas and embrace
technology, NIPSA Youth has set out to challenge
the outdated perceptions of trade unionism and
equip its members with the education and tools
to take back to their branches and share with
other young workers.
With this in mind, 2014 will see NIPSA Youth
launch its Youth Charter. The charter will set out
the ethos and ambitions of NIPSA Youth. It will
provide the framework for all our work, campaigns
and publications as we seek to challenge
the low-wage, low-skill economy, call for the
implementation of a youth guarantee scheme,
tackle the link between unemployment and
sectarianism, help young people have their voice
heard in work, in the union and in the community,
and much, much more.
Make it your new year’s resolution to make a
difference: join NIPSA Youth today and play your
part in the future of our union. It’s time for a new
narrative.
Views expressed in this Newsletter are not, unless otherwise stated, the views of NIPSA.

Congratulations to NIPSA Youth’s very own Mark
and Lesley Scott (née English) who got married on
21 September in Ballynahinch.
Ref A4_0313.indd

